TOWN   LIFE
IN describing town life in India there are two main difficulties. First, every town or city has its own characteristics and peculiarities, which mark it out from the other towns in quite a distinctive way. Secondly, there is no unity of life In the towns. A town In India is merely a geographical expression., without corporate life. There Is no centre in which the activities of the different parts of the population can be focussed. There Is no common measure of social conduct. There Is no combining force or personality to which the different strata of society look up as In some way setting a standard. The village in India,, on the other hand, Is a distinct unit, a centre of life, and In some measure a common bond of action.
The reason of these differences is that the conception of a village as an entity is of very great antiquity, whereas the conception of a town is comparatively modern. I do not assert that town life or city life was unknown in the earlier history of India, but towns in those days were centres of a Court, with a king at its head. The
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